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PimsleurÂ® equals success. Just one 30-minute lesson a day gets you speaking and

understanding like no other program.  This course includes Lessons 1-16 from the Italian Level 1

program - 8 hours of audio-only effective language learning with real-life spoken practice sessions.

Each lesson provides 30 minutes of spoken language practice, with an introductory conversation,

and new vocabulary and structures. Detailed instructions enable you to understand and participate

in the conversation. Practice for vocabulary introduced in previous lessons is included in each

lesson. Topics include: greetings, numbers, meals, shopping, telling time, scheduling activities, and

asking and giving directions. The emphasis is on pronunciation and comprehension, and on

learning to speak Italian.   Reading instruction begins in Lesson 9 to provide you with an introduction

to reading Italian. A Reading Booklet PDF must be downloaded.  The Italian Language Italian is the

official language of Italy and San Marino, and one of the official languages of Switzerland, Croatia,

and Slovenia. Italian is spoken by about 58 million people in Italy, 24,000 in San Marino, 840,000 in

Switzerland, another million in other European countries, and approximately 5 million in North and

South America. Historically, Italian is a daughter language of Latin. Italian uses the Roman alphabet

and the pronunciation of the language follows the spelling very closely.
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From an Italian teacher's perspective, I highly recommend the Pimsleur series. I do think they're the

best. And the reason is because they get you to repeat the phrases over and over and over again.

Learning a language takes time, but if you need some essential expressions before your trip, this is



the audio CDs you want.The important thing in learning a language is repetition, and you'll get

plenty of it with these CDs, as well as learning correct pronunciation. As far as books go, you may

end up using a combination, but I do like the Living Language Beginner's book a lot.Definitely join a

course in your area - there's no better practice than to practice in a group! Perhaps you can ask if a

community college has it as a continuing education program - although you won't have big problems

with the language in the bigger cities, Italians do appreciate if you know at least a little bit.If instead,

you're planning on visiting Southern Italy, or the countryside, you definitely want to know some

Italian (if you want a vacation, and not an adventure, that is!).I hope this helps!

I have tried several audio language learning programs, but have really enjoyed the Pimsleur Italian

program & found it most helpful for learning. I believe the best features of this program are the

variety of topics and complexity of each lesson, the way repetition is used while complexity of

phrases and sentences increases (i.e., they start with a word, then a phrase, then making the

phrase negative, then a sentence, then incorporate prior learning with the new, so on), and it's fun.

It helps to enjoy learning a language. Not sure if it is just me or is intentional but the stories/subplots

in the lessons are entertaining. It makes me laugh often when the American male traveller in the

lessons strikes out with Italian women! Certainly makes my drive to work more enjoyable! I highly

recommend the introductory lessons & plan to continue with the more advanced ones myself.

I have been more than pleased with the Pimsler's Into to Italian. I have done a side comparisons of

different courses. Pimsler wins. I purchased the into to Italian courses of different publishers

including Berlitz and Rosetta Stone. Pimsler is the one I have used the most because it an audio

disk and can be used in my vehicle. Any time I am in my vehicle I am learning. The into Berlitz

course is also on audio disk but it does not match the Pimsler in useful content or style of

presentation. I have stopped using it entirely. I have also stopped using two other lesser known

courses. I am continuing use the Rosetta Stone but not as much as the Pimilser on about a 4 to 1

basis. Rosetta Stone is excellent, has more features than Pimsler but that is also one its downfalls.

Since it requires that I be at my computer to use it, I use it less. At the moment I use it for working

on my pronunciation. The voice print analysis and pronunciation meter features are cool. Also when

I start trying to learn to read Italian is suspect Rosetta Stone will be more useful. However for the

average beginner just trying to learn a basic vocabulary and practical phrases Pimsler wins hands

down. For example the Pimsler course taught me how to order wine and beer while Rosetta Stone

was teaching me how to say "The boy is Jumping". Also, If you are on a budget, the Pimsler is



cheaper. If you are not on a budget get both Pimsler and Rosetta Stone but if you have to choose,

get Pimsler

I've taken language courses in the past, and listened to audio cassettes (dating myself), and none

have been as effective as this. I am 90% through the course now, and had a native Italian speaking

client today. I understood much of what she said, and she was impressed by what I could say and

understand! Great price if you think you will stop studying here!If you think there's a good chance

you'll want to learn more, just go for Italian I instead since the first half of it is in this course. I was

skeptical at first, and I didn't want to invest in the more expensive 30 lesson set. Now I'm hooked

and I'll be buying Italian I. Wish I had just paid the full price in the first place instead of buying BOTH

Conversational Italian and Italian I, since they overlap by 16 lessons.

I have listened to these CDs to learn Italian during my 40 minute commute each way to work. I really

liked the set - although after completing the 8 two-sided discs I feel that I should have learned more

nouns, colors, basic stuff. Also, I would love to have an enclosure in the kit with how the words are

spelled and what is masculine or feminine. So while I liked it and learned from the format, I think it

could offer a little more bang for the buck!Now that I have tried the Living Language Series - I am

revisiting my original review of Pimsleur. Really skip this product. You will only learn how to order

Beer and Wine (but not red or white wine because you won't learn colors). You will be able to pay in

dollars or euros but that's about it. You will be able to tell time until about 10 o'clock but you won't

learn noon or midnight. You won't learn the days of the week or any basic nouns. Very

Disappointing. Also there is no "next" edition of Pimsleur for about $30...you have to spend about

$200 for the whole set.
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